
            My 1921 Rolls-Royce by John Parker III 

This 1921 Rolls-Royce was shipped to America in that same year to a Mr. Coe of 

Long Island and has been in the USA ever since. Mr. Coe purchased a new 28 Rolls 

Phantom I, and     disposing the 21 Silver Ghost privately to a garage owner. The 

new owner proceeded to remove the sedan body, steam clean the chassis and build a 

camper car, or what today would be called an RV. He never finished. The 1929 

crash stopped his efforts and he pushed the bare chassis outside where it lay until 

1964 when Paul Rizzo, the Long Island Silver Ghost guru, found it. That is when I saw it the first time. It next appeared in Dr. John 

Goodmanôs garage in Natick, Massachusetts where I was able to talk him out of what he regarded as a parts car. In Rolls-Royce lore, 

there is no such thing as a parts car. This was 1970.                                                                                                                                                   

I promised my wife Amy I would finish the work to the upstairs bedroom first and restoration of my Rolls began in earnest in 1974. It 

took four years to bring the chassis from a rusty pile of parts to a finished running chassis. Then came the matter of the body. Rolls-Royce 

never built bodies until 1947, so a potential owner could have any kind of coachwork that was desired. Soé.my desire was to have a 

snappy touring car that resembled the London-and-Edinburgh Tourer that was very popular with the young swains and adventurous mo-

torists of the time. With a couple of sketches and one óofficialô elevation drawing, I was able to create the shape you see here. It was com-

pleted in 1980. I was rather abashed at the admiration it received at the first showing in Newport, RI that same year.                              

Now, of course, the car was restored as correctly as ñPaò Royce had built it, but true to his philosophy, it was to be a driver, as so it 

has been. There was no trailerðit goes wherever it goes on its own wheel, for a total post restoration mileage exceeding 134,000 miles.    

Amy passed away in 2009 and my new bride, Kim, thoroughly enjoys the car. She has the delightful habit of suggesting ñLetôs take the 

Ghostò, even if it is just down to the local supermarket.                                                                                                                              

Many people ask, ñwhere do you get parts?ò Flea markets are a poor source for Silver Ghost parts but sometimes private deals help. 

Making parts from scratch is another option...lots of them. The car is so overbuilt and so under-stressed that nothing gets worn out      

provided one follows religiously the lubrication protocol. A complete servicing usually takes three hours. This makes the car very durable 

over many decades of shows and many miles of driving.  Turn to page 6 for a óbeforeô photo and specs.                                      
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 Mission Statement:  
The Vermont Antique Automo-
bile  Society is a tax free 501c3 
organization dedicated to the 
preservation,            protection, 
promotion and appreciation of 
automotive history and tech-
nology.  
ñWheel Tracksò is the official monthly 

publication for  Vermont  Automobile 

Enthusiasts (VAE) by the VAAS. Wheel 

Tracks is a monthly newsletter published 

in print and electronically for itôs mem-

bership in ten states and two provinces. 

The newsletter began in May 1953.  

 

  Your editor and other authors are 
made aware of some new products, ser-
vices or information that they feel may 
have value to VAEõs membership. These 
products, services or informationals are 
not an endorsement by the VAE unless 
otherwise noted. The opinions are solely 
those of the particular articleõs author.                                                                                                                                          

From  
Your  

Editor  
Gary  Fiske 

The past few weeks 

have just about worn 

the leather from my 

shoes. There have 

been so many Car 

Shows and events that 

I have had a hard time keeping up. My 

óaddictionô has caused a slight delay in getting 

this monthôs Wheel Tracks to you...then I will 

have the task of getting reacquainted with Sha-

ron (my wife) and Trixie (our Corgi). 

First there was this mystery Hupmobile that 

was to be auctioned off in Swanton. The word 

spread through the club like wildfire and I had 

to cut a game of golf short to kill my curiosity. 

The story goes that it was the only car that one 

of our members ever got stuck on a railroad 

track with. There was the University Mall on 

the 23rd &24th of July. Getting the óTô ready 

and hauling it down took a little time and then 

you wouldn't believe...there were about twenty 

members involved and hundreds of folks at the 

mall with questions. We had a great time. Some 

of our óolderô members are still talking about 

being parked beside Victoriaôs Secret with their 

old car. Then there was the Granby Show, the 

first for me. Some of my ómember friendsô 

were going on Sunday when our family reunion 

was happening so I talked a cousin from Sutton, 

Quebec. into going with me. That is a very im-

pressive event that we should all see. We are 

talking about getting some of our VAE cars up 

there next year. Using hindsight, it was proba-

bly good that I didnôt go with the ómember 

friendsô. You see, I am the newbie when it 

comes to old cars and they all know I am in the 

market for a Franklin. They are probably not a 

good influence if I am looking longingly at a car 

that is for saleé.there was this very nice 25 

Hudsoné. Next was the 58th Annual Frank-

lin Car gathering in Cazenovia, NY called The 

Trek...not too far from where the cars were 

made. If you want to see and learn about the 

Franklin car and meet many new friends, well 

that also happens in Cazenovia. I even have a 

few leads on the driver I want. Then there was 

this last weekend, the end of 12 months of 

planning and work for the VAEé.The Stowe 

Car Show. The stars became aligned and the 

rain clouds stayed away for a hugely successful 

54th Annual event.  

So, you now know about my óproblemô with car 

shows and my long winded excuse for a late 

September Wheel Tracks. Did you know there 

is a  show in Sabrevois, Quebec this Saturday?  

***Contact Us At*** 

vaeinfo@gmail.com 
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From The  
President  
Wendell Noble 

 

Well, for the  se-

cond year in a row, 
we put some mem-

ber cars on display 

at the  University 

Mall in South Bur-

lington, for the pri-

mary purpose of       

promoting our An-

tique and   Classic 

Car Meet in Stowe.  Of course there are some 

other side benefits as well.  Once again, our car 

display was positioned right in front of the Victo-

riaôs Secret shop.  Hats off to Gene Fodor for 

these fine arrangements.  We put our ñeye can-

dyò on display right in front of theirs.  This time I 

thought it would be neighborly of me to wander in 

and check out their wares and wears.  Shortly into 

my visit, an attractive young lady came up to me 

and asked, ñcan I show you      anything?ò   I was 

speechless.  I thought I was      already seeing just 

about everything.  I could only muster an ñaw 

shucksò kind of response and  wandered out, con-

vinced that Victoria doesnôt keep any secrets.   

Anyway, our stay at the mall was a lot of fun 

and allowed us to meet some wonderful people 

and make new friends for the VAE.  We hope that 

some of them will be future members and all of 

them will remain friends.   

On a more compelling note, history is being 

made and we have a terrific opportunity to be a 

part of it.  That history started with the opening of 

the Lake Champlain Bridge in 1929, celebrated by 

a procession of contemporary cars carrying digni-

taries who took part in the opening ceremony.  A 

celebration for the opening of the new bridge is 

being planned with the VAE (as the VAAS) to 

take part in the celebration by reenacting the orig-

inal procession with vehicles of that era carrying 

the ó29ers who were present at the first opening.  

The scheduling of this event is contingent upon 

the opening of the new bridge.  Although hopes 

have been held for a celebration this fall, that now 

seems unlikely and a spring event more likely.  If 

that is the case, we have more time to be better 

prepared, so letôs use it wisely.  Our enthusiastic 

participation in this event is entirely consistent 

with the educational mission of the VAAS.  VAE 

members Fred Cook, Dave Sander, Bob Guinn 

and others are already taking part in the plan-

ning.  Theyôve paved the way for us.    Let the rest 

of us plan to get down there with our cars of all 

eras and ñshow the flagò of our organization.  

This will be an event of nationwide interest and 

will receive attention and news coverage accord-

ingly.  Playing a key role in an historic and ed-

ucational event like this is what we should be 

all about.                

Sympathy and our thoughts to Alan (Butch) Hartshorn for the 

loss of his Sister-in-law. 

 

Cards to Hal Boardman and Steve Dana for their property loss 

from the flooding at Halôs and the lightning at Steve's. 

 

Get Well card to Bill Sander for his speedy hospital visit for a stent. To the hospital 

on Thursday...back home Friday AM and back to the Show field Friday PM. 

 

Card to Serge Benoit for flooding damage along the Richelieu River in St Anne De 

Sabrevois, Quebec. 

Activities: David Sander 
  Sunday, August 21  August meet, John and Carol Lavalley's 

camp on  Lake Champlain.  

 September 5th Northfield Labor Day Parade, and pot luck 

cookout The Skinners                                                                        

 September 10 Gypson Tour Lincoln Park, Enosburg Falls 

 October 3rd.  VAE Board of Directors Meeting  Whitney Hill Homestead,         

Williston, VT 

 October 15th and 16th Champlain Bridge Dedication and VAE car show. 

Canceled...see Wendellôs column to the left. 

Slate of Recommended Officers for 2012 

From the Nominating Committee: 
 

2nd. VPé...Robert LaLancette             Chairman of the Boardé Wendell Noble 

1st. VPé....Jim Sears                             1 year Board Memberé...Les Skinner 

PresidentéDavid Sander                       2 year Board Mamberé..Chris Barbieri 

 

                                        Treasurerééé.Dick Wheatley 

                                        Recording Secé..Bill Sander 

It has been learned by officials of the VAE that, by leaving member's cars at diverse 

locations around the state, it becomes possible for those members to take part in      

diverse events without the need of constantly transporting vehicles around.  Although 

the vehicles may sustain minor damage due to clumsy handling, it seems well worth 

it.  Other deleterious side effects have not yet been noted.  This has only been tried on 

an experimental basis (one member, one car, one location) so far, but may soon       

become widespread.                                                      Associated Press Wire Service 

These photos were taken by Jerry 

Smith of Over and Above Photog-

raphy of Stowe. The camera was 

mounted on top of a mast which ex-

tends up to 60 feet in height.   

A tethered blimp can also be used at 

heights up to 500 feeté.an example 

can be found on the front page of the 

August Wheel Tracks.  

 

 

You can find their business card on page 14 

under ñHereôs My Cardò. If am sure they have 

some pictures for sale if you call them. Their 

website is: www.overandabovephoto.com 
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FROM THE ¼COOKIE½ AT THE STOWE SHOW 
by Marnita Leach  

Marnita cooks & serves three meals each of the 13 days for volunteer workers at the Stowe Show 

   

THIS IS MARY AND NANCY½S OFF MONTH³..SORRY. LOOK FOR MARY½S COLUMN IN OCTOBER 

ZUCCHINI BREAD 
 

MAKES 2 Loaves 

 

3 EGGS 

2 CUPS SUGAR 

2 TEASPOONS  VANILLA 

2 CUPS ZUCCHINI GRATED 

1 CUP MELTED BUTTER OR MARGARINE 

3 CUPS FLOUR 

1 TEASPOON BAKING POWDER 

1 TEASPOON SALT 

1 TEASPOON CINNAMON  

1 CUP CHOPPED NUTS {OPTIONAL} 

1/2 CUP RAISINS {OPTIONAL} 

 

BEAT EGGS AND MIX TOGETHER WITH ALL OTHER INGREDIENTS AND POUR INTO TWO GREASED BREAD PANS  

BAKE AT 350 DEGREES FOR 1 HOUR OR UNTIL A TOOTHPICK COMES OUT CLEAN. 

 

(Editorôs noteé.. I just had Marnitaôs Zucchini Bread and it was great. The cinnamon was different than I was used to and really 

made a fantastic taste.  I had the bread at one of the meals Marnita prepared for the Stowe Show workers two evenings ago, you 

should have been there. Deep Fried Turkey, baked sliced potatoes to die for, cole slaw and much more. Desert was an Apple Crisp 

straight out of the oven that was fit for kings. I would guess there were twenty of us. Discussions of all subjects were taking place until 

dinner was announcedé.then there was only quiet.) 

The Softer Side  
A Column Shared &Written by Marnita Leach (The Cookey), 

 Mary Noble (Left) & Nancy Olney (Right)  

ñAt the Mall - 2011ò 
To the left are just a few club members helping to show off our cars and 

promote our club at the mall on the 23rd & 24th of July. We had the 

chance to talk to hundreds of folks at the mall and listen to their comments 

as they looked over our óridesô. Comments like ñWowò and ñMy Father 

had...ò and ñ Grandfather hadéò were said throughout the two days. One 

Vietnam Vet simply said he had not seen something ñThis Realò in 

months. He had fought Agent Orange for years and was currently in a 12 

month battle with cancer. One lady had some wonderful memories (that I 

canôt repeat) of  Rumble Seats like Wendellôs car has. Joan Wood stopped 

by 

and 

told 

us how her Grandfather and Great uncle Norton invented the 

Quick Change Gear Box. She sent a  great article for Wheel 

Tracks later on. 

Other members helping with the mall project: Hal Boardman, 

Duane, Marnita & Steve Leach, Spencer Halstead, Ray & 

Julie Greenia, Roy Martin, Bob Lalancette, Christina & Paul 

McCaffrey,  Gene Towne and Joe & Judy Paradis.  
( Note...The picture of Gene Fodor and his MG with Joe Paradis in the back-

ground on page 5 was taken here at the mall...just a little ófun pokingô at the two 

gents...)     
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What is it ?  
A number of pictures have been sent to Wheel Tracks from members ask-

ing for help to identify them and their value.  If you can help please send 

your answers to gafiske@gmail.com and I will print your answer in Wheel 

Tracks for everyone to see.  Please, also, send a picture of your   mysteries

( with any supporting info), it will be fun to solve them. 

           

9ǾŜ ŎƘŀǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ 
  

 Ϧ[ƻǊŘΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦϦ 
Ϧ²Ƙŀǘϥǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ 9ǾŜΚϦ 
ϦL ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 
ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƛƭŀǊƛƻǳǎ      
ŎƻƳŜŘƛŎ ǎƴŀƪŜΣ ōǳǘ LϥƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǇǇȅΦϦ 
Ϧ!ƴŘ ǿƘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ 9ǾŜΚϦ 
Ϧ[ƻǊŘΣ L ŀƳ ƭƻƴŜƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ LϥƳ ǎƛŎƪ ǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ŀǇǇƭŜǎΦϦ 
Ϧ²ŜƭƭΣ 9ǾŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǎŜΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴΦ L ǎƘŀƭƭ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ                     
ŀ Ƴŀƴ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦϦ 
ϦaŀƴΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ [ƻǊŘΚϦ 
Ϧ! ƅŀǿŜŘ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ōŀŘ ǘǊŀƛǘǎΦ IŜϥƭƭ ƭƛŜΣ ŎƘŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜ 
ǾŀƛƴΤ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ŀƭƭΣ ƘŜϥƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ ǝƳŜΦ .ǳǘ ƘŜϥƭƭ ōŜ ōƛƎƎŜǊΣ ŦŀǎǘŜǊ 
ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ƙǳƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ Lϥƭƭ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǿŀȅ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀǝǎŦȅ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ IŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƛǘƭŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ 
ǊŜǾŜƭ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘƛǎƘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŬƎƘǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƪƛŎƪƛƴƎ ŀ ōŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘΦ IŜ 
ǿƻƴϥǘ ōŜ ŀǎ ǎƳŀǊǘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳΣ ǎƻ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ 
ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅΦϦ 
Ϧ{ƻǳƴŘǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΣϦ ǎŀȅǎ 9ǾŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŜȅŜōǊƻǿǎΣ Ϧōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘϥǎ ǘƘŜ 
ŎŀǘŎƘ [ƻǊŘΚϦ 
Ϧ²ŜƭƭΣΦΦΦΦΦȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƘƛƳ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴΦϦ 
Ϧ!ƴŘ ǿƘŀǘϥǎ ǘƘŀǘ [ƻǊŘΚ Ϧ 
ά !ǎ L ǎŀƛŘΣ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǳŘΣ ŀǊǊƻƎŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŦ-ŀŘƳƛǊƛƴƎΧΦǎƻ ȅƻǳ 
ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ƘƛƳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ƳŀŘŜ ƘƛƳ ŬǊǎǘΦ  !ƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǳǊ 
ƭƛǧƭŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘΧΦΦ ¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǘƻ ǿƻƳŀƴέ 
 

Gene Fodorôs ñDid You Knowò column will not be here this 

month. Gene and Brenda have traveled to England for a visit. His 

column will return in October. 

 

Pictured to the left is Gene      

stopping by to do some      

shopping before his trip to 

Great Britain. You can also   

notice one of Victoriaôs Secret 

door barkers on the right doing 

his job of getting customer in 

the door.  

We know the top tool is for changing 

tires. Our member would like to 

know how the tire tool works? (The 

hammer is there to help know the 

size of the tire tool. Can you help? 

( There has been no reply'sé.sorry you will have to figure it our on 

your own) 

Regarding the "Any idea what these are?", 

they look like the adaptors used to remove 

twist on oil filters.  Various oil filter com-

panies had their own twist on oil filter 

shapes at the end for gripping the filter 

for twisting on and off.  Some of these 

filters were in difficult areas of the engine so one had to use an 

adapter and a ratchet wrench plus extension to aid in getting the 

filter on and off.  Modern ones are made of plastic, but some earlier 

ones were made from metal. 

 Of course you are going to tell me that I am completely wrong and 

that these are from something like a walnut shelling machine or 

button jig for shirt collars. 

 Ron Newfield  

( I am not saying a word Ron because I donôt know. The owner 

thinks they are automotive and your explanation sounds good to me.  

gcf) 

 

A woman walked into the kitchen to find her 

Husband stalking around with a fly swatter.  

"What are you doing?" She asked. 

"Hunting Flies" He responded. 

"Oh. ! Killing any?" She asked. 

"Yep, 3 males, 2 Females," he replied.  

Intrigued, she asked ñ How can you tell them apartò  

He responded, 

"3 were on a beer can,  

2 were on the phone."  

***Important Notice***  
 

We all want our VAE Roster to be up to date. 

 

So please think about sending Christina  

the latest information and changes about what 

is in your barn...shed...garage...coop...storage 

rentaléyour familyôs barn...your familyôs shedé. 

 

Well you have the idea. 

 

Christinaôs address can be found on the 2nd page.  

I know the 

answer to 

this one. I 

did my re-

search and 

read the 

print on the 

picture. Can 

anyone 

guess what 

this engine 

belongs to? 
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LAKE CHAMPLAIN BRIDGE  

DEDICATION UPDATE 

Breaking News 
Wheel Tracks has just received word the 

Champlain Bridge dedication will be         

delayed until a date in 2012,  possibly in 

May. The reason given is the construction has had delays. 

Many VAE members including Fred Cook have spent weeks 

planning the October event, hopefully their work can be 

transferred to next year. 

 Picture taken August 8,2011                        

 

 

    Specifications: 

    Silver Ghost chassis # 83AG 

    Engine: Side valve six (no detachable cylinder heads) 

    4.5 X 4.75 inch bore & stroke.  

    3.5 to 1 compression ratio 

    Wheelbase: 144 inches 

    Weight with full compliment of  

    equipment & fluids: 4200 lbs.   

Editorôs Notes: 

The two pictures to 

the left were taken 

at the 2011 Stowe 

Car Show. I built 

the front page   

feature story from 

material that John 

Parker sent to me 

in the mail from his 

home in Conn. It 

was a totally  

different and   

wonderful         

experience to meet 

the Rolls face to 

face. I also got to 

meet John and his 

lovely wife Kim. 

Plus, a huge bonus, 

I got to ride in the 

Silver Ghost and 

hear that fantastic 

sound from under 

the hood. 

The ñBeforeò picture  

This sent to Wheel Tracks from Bill Billadoo.  
He is curious if there are members who can             

remember these prices.  

Check this website out, you will find a 77 year old car being 

driven regularly by a 101 year old lady.  

 

 

http://video.nytimes.com/video/2011/07/08/automobiles/

collectibles/100000000895665/two-cla ssics-one-car.html?

emc=eta1  


